CHAPTER XIII

PAINTING, SCULPTURES AND TERRACOTTAS

Kalidasa furnishes us with vivid accounts of the artistic activities of his
times. He has dwelt extensively in his works on the various branches of fine
arts including painting, architecture, sculpture and the terracottas. An attempt
is made in the following pages to examine the data furnished by him on these
topics. Architecture, however, will be treated in a separate chapter.

Personal Embellish/wits

There is ample evidence1 in the works of the poet to show the high level to
which his times had reached. The development of an aesthetic sense is warrant-
ed by the incidents of everyday life of the people. Men kept long hair and dtied
the wet hair with fragrant incense of agnm in the manner of women2. They
anointed their bodies before bath with various sorts of cosmetics3 of which the
chief were the angardga and haricandana. Both, men and women, were great
lovers of ornaments4 which they put on freely and eagerly. They were fond of
flower?, which \vomen particularly loved and used in place of metal and jewelled
ornaments5 and the blossoms of which they stuck in their hair6 and knit in their
tresses7. Women wore garments of different hues8. The items of their toilet
were strikingly modern in their tone and spirit. The cosmetics which they used
are strong enough to conjure up images of the Parisian women with their pictures-
que paints and odoriferous powders, They applied the lac dye, (a kind of red dye
said to be obtained from the cochineal insect and from the resin of a particular
tree), to the soles of their feet,9 and the tilaka mark to their forehead with the
black sandal of musk10 and ornamented it with dots of collyrium11. They
painted their face with dots12 of different hues. Cheeks were decorated with
picturesque figures of tiny leaves13. Eyes were adorned with unguent, ahd
lips14 reddened by the applicatibn of the Ulaktaka paint. The latter were further
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